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Greetings friends,  
 How quickly the end of the year has come upon us! There are certainly many things to 
distract, dazzle and drain us this time of the year: Christmas decorations are up, plans with family, 
friends, co-workers are scribbled in the calendar, and there are always plenty of things to do, errands 
to run. The Church, beginning Sunday November 27th, enters into the Advent season, followed by the 
Christmas season come December 25th. Ironically enough, as our society spins a little faster, cranks 
up the volume, and enters into a consumerist frenzy, the Church, on the other hand, structures time 
to be still and know that Jesus is Lord�² the Lord who has come, and the Lord who will come again to 
�M�X�G�J�H�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �O�R�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �M�X�V�W�L�F�H���� �'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �$�G�Y�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�W�L�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�X�U�F�K��
�W�D�N�H�V���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���L�Q�W�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���D�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���*�R�G�¶�V���V�H�O�I-giving love, repents for its excesses, turning 
away from deviant allegiances back to Christ. 
 For it is indeed all about Christ. Most certainly, always and everywhere Christ is Lord and is at 
center. The busyness of the holidays allows for even a starker contrast; however, and the temptation 
to drown oneself in the noise, the lights, the insecurities, greed and pride are particularly strong. In 
other words, during the Advent and Christmas seasons one temptation Christians face is allowing 
their faith �² �D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I���E�H�L�Q�J�� �V�W�H�Z�D�U�G�V���R�I�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�² to become compromised 
�Z�L�W�K���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�L�V�W���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����³�,�W���L�V���P�\���P�R�Q�H�\���W�R���V�S�H�Q�G�´���F�D�Q���E�H���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�F�L�Q�J���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q�G�H�H�G�����Z�K�H�Q��
Scripturally, Christians embrace the belief that money is a blessing from God to distribute according 
�W�R���*�R�G�¶�V���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���Y�D�O�X�H�V���� 

Another temptation that may easily go under the radar is for Christians to turn isolationist; 
meaning, we can be tempted to turn Advent and Christmas time all about, and solely about, family 
and friends. Family and friends are blessings and gifts from God, of course, but unlike what 
�V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���J�U�H�H�W�L�Q�J���F�D�U�G�V���P�D�\���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�����³�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���L�V��all  �D�E�R�X�W���I�D�P�L�O�\���´�������W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D���P�H�D�Q�V�����Q�R�W���W�K�H��
end.  Christmas is about God coming to us as an unwanted, unexpected stranger, and families (Mary 
and Joseph) readjusting their lives for the purposes of God. Advent, too, (which the secular world 
�F�R�Q�I�X�V�H�V���Z�L�W�K���³�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�´�����L�V���D���W�L�P�H���Z�K�H�Q��with �W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W���Z�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V��
�&�K�X�U�F�K���W�K�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q���R�I���R�X�U���/�R�U�G�����$�V���Z�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���\�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U���*�R�G�¶�V���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P���F�R�P�H���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W��
at the end of days, our lives built on what we deem valuable rupture and realign to Christ.  
 �$�V���3�D�V�W�R�U���0�L�N�H���6�O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���S�X�W�V���L�W�����&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���L�V�� �-�H�V�X�V�¶���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���� �Q�R�W���R�X�U���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���� �$�G�Y�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
Christmas season is not about us, or ours, me or mine, but about Christ and his priorities: the orphan, 
the widowed, the poor, the oppressed, the imprisoned, the sick, the naked. Advent and Christmas 
have images of being that time of year where all is fuzzy and warm inside. Joy and peace and 
exultation are fruits of this season, yes, but to our surprise each year, it is not because Christ comes to 
reaffirm all the decisions we have made, to give nods of approval for the way we live and act, but 
because Christ comes to tear us from the grip of power and principalities of evil, hate, greed, violence 
and destruction �² which discomfortingly enough, are found within our decisions, lifestyles and self -
centered, self-justifying thought patterns.  
 May we encounter the saving power of Christ, the love of God that would never  
leave us in sin, and the abiding presence of the quickening Holy Spirit. All praise, all 
honor, all glory be to the One Who IS, Who Was, Who Is to Come. A meaningful, 
life-transforming, life -nurturing Advent and Christmas to us all! Amen.  
 
Peace, 

Pastor Hyemin Na 


